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Words from…
The President
By all accounts, our 5th Annual Gem & Mineral Show was a great success. Thanks go out to all the members
who helped with the preparations and made sure things ran smoothly the whole weekend. Special thanks go
out to all you folks—members and non-members—who came with money in your pockets and left with lots of
nature’s treasures.
For all you non-members who signed up to receive a sample of our monthly newsletter, I hope you like what
you see in this issue and will decide to join us at our monthly meeting on Sunday, May 27. We’ll meet at 2:00
PM at the Tabernacle United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall (corner of Brannon Stand Road and Highway
52 on the southwest side of Dothan). That’s Memorial Day weekend, so you may already have plans to go out
of town. If so, just come to another meeting or event later in the year. We always welcome new faces. Check
out our website for announcements about our current events: www.wiregrassrockhounds.com
If you’d like to join the club, there is a membership form on page 8 (on the back of the frangipani bracelet
workshop pictures). Please fill it out and mail to our Membership Chair.
Thanks, JoAn

Announcements
June Social – Meredith Capshaw has graciously invited the club to a Low Country Boil—shrimp, sausage,
chicken—for our first summer social on Saturday, June 9. The event will be held at her trailer at the pond on
Reunion Road, just off East Neva Drive-in Road in Geneva.
Everyone should arrive around noon and expect to eat at 1:00 PM. Bring a lawn chair and a salad or a dessert.
Feel free to bring your fishing gear; there will be a boat available for anyone who wants to use it.
Meredith will need a final head count in order to buy the ingredients, so—if you don’t see her at the May
meeting—please call her directly (334-684-9448) before Monday, June 4 to let her know you are coming.
Reunion Road doesn’t show up on Google Maps, so for a map to the pond flip this page over.

Upcoming Shows
May 11 – 13

Georgia Mineral Society

Marietta, GA

June 2 – 3

Alabama Mineral and Lapidary Club

McCalla, AL

Source: www.amfed.org/sfms/

3380688
Show
Recap – April 2012 – by Secretary
For those of you who missed the show, it was awesome. We had a really well-balanced mixture of gems, minerals, jewelry
and fossils. Kudos to Arnie Lambert on his selection of vendors.
Popped in on Friday to get some photos of the set up process. By early afternoon it was a beehive of activity. Buying,
selling and trading amongst vendors started the minute that samples hit the tables.
During the two days of the show, we had a steady stream of people in and out, despite some short periods of drenching
rain. My estimate—based on ticket numbers and chatting with the folks at the information table—is that we had well over
1,500 people stop in to see the displays and vendors.
Since I did not have a table (you know I only buy stuff) it was easy for me to buzz around and chat with the vendors during
the show. It seemed all the vendors were pretty happy with the turnout. Also chatted with our visitors to find out how they
heard about the show. There was a pretty good distribution across the different media outlets that the PR committee chose;
looks like they really hit the mark with the advertisements.
We did not have a meeting in April due to the show but some of the club members got together to make frangipani
bracelets. Our club president, JoAn Lambert, provided the templates and taught the class. While I unfortunately missed the
class, Joan Blackwell showed me her bracelet and gave me a recap of the class. Sounds like I missed a fun time, but Joan
and Lisa Rivers sent me some photos. If you missed either the show or the jewelry class, you can go to our website to see
pictures of all the activities.
Respectfully submitted by Pat Leduc

Want Ads
Diane Rodenhizer would like to buy a Glass Grinder – the kind used for stain glass. Ideally, it should be rated at least 3500
rpm and 30 torque. If you have one for sale, she can be reached at drodenhizer@escapees.com
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Learning Series: Alabama’s Rocks and Minerals – The “Super Sites”

Cleburne County
Comprising approximately 561 square miles, Cleburne County lies in the northeastern
area of the state, wholly within the Piedmont physiographic section. It is bounded to
the north by Cherokee County, to the east by the state of Georgia, to the south by
Randolph and Clay counties, and to the west by Talladega and Calhoun counties.
The heavily forested Shoal Creek Ranger District of the Talladega National Forest
covers a large portion of the western half of the county. The Tallapoosa River runs
along the southeastern county border.
Though Cleburne County was largely agricultural during the nineteenth century, the
area was also a leading producer of valuable minerals. During the 1830s, discovery
of gold brought in thousands of miners. The enterprise failed when folks left for
California in 1849, but it is estimated that more than $1 million in gold was mined out
of the county’s streams. Copper and mica were also found in the latter part of the
century, but little effort was made to capitalize on the discovery.
Today, Cleburne County offers visitors abundant outdoor activities and provides hikes with scenic views.
The 102-mile Pinhoti Trail ends in the county and part of Cheaha State Park extend into its boundaries.
Super Site Selection Criteria
Cleburne County was selected as a Super Site for this series on the basis of information reported in
Rocks and Minerals of Alabama – A Guide for Alabama Rockhounds (Circular 38, 1966). The guide lists
four specimens available for collection near Micaville: feldspar, muscovite, pegmatite, and tourmaline.
Featured Rocks and Minerals
Feldspar – (KAlSi3O8 – NaAlSi3O8 – CaAl2Si2O8) – a group of rock-forming
tectosilicate minerals.
Derived from the German ―feld‖ meaning field and ―spath‖ meaning "a rock
that does not contain ore”, feldspar was named in 1747 by J.G. Wallerius.
The feldspars form a significant group of rock-forming minerals, and usually
constitute about 60 percent of the earth’s crust. In sum, any glassy mineral
that's slightly softer than quartz is very likely to be a feldspar. There are two
distinct groups: the orthoclase-microcline group and the plagioclase group.
Feldspars fit within the triclinic or monoclinic crystal system and all are relatively hard minerals. In fact,
feldspar is the standard for hardness level 6 on the Mohs scale. They are generally light-colored,
including white, pink, tan, green, or gray. The color varies due to impurities within the crystal structure.
Luster is vitreous and the streak is white. Cleavage is in two directions—at or near right angles—and
upon weathering the feldspars can accumulate as sand but will ultimately disintegrate to kaolin or clay.
Feldspar minerals occur in pegmatite, granite, gneiss, and schist, as well as in all igneous rocks. Of
special noteworthiness, feldspar is the mineral that gives granite its pink, green or gray color.
In Alabama, feldspar crystals are found in pegmatite in the Piedmont area.
Feldspar is an important economic mineral; it is mined for use in the ceramic industry, glass industry,
soap, paint fillers, and ornamental stone. Some varieties of feldspar are prized as gemstones.
Muscovite – Note: this mineral was previously profiled in the Clay County section of the Learning
Series: Alabama’s Rocks and Minerals – “The Super Sites”. Please see the April
2012 issue for complete details. It is available at www.wiregrassrockhounds.com.

Pegmatite – a common plutonic rock type.
The term ―pegmatite‖ relates more to texture than to mineralogy or composition.
Formally, pegmatite is defined as a rock bearing abundant interlocking crystals
three centimeters or larger. However, the mineralogy of a pegmatite is in all
cases dominated by some form of feldspar and is frequently associated with
mica and usually with quartz.
Often referred to as the ―garbage can‖ of rock-forming processes, pegmatite
forms in low pressure areas in metamorphic or igneous rock—possibly in structural
voids or low-temperature areas—and can be composed of a variety of high quality
minerals. As the main magma body cools, water originally present in low concentrations becomes
concentrated in the molten rock. When this water-rich magma is expelled in the final stages of
crystallization, it solidifies to form a pegmatite.
Minerals formed in pegmatites literally result from the slow crystallization of a rich chemical stew. Simple
pegmatite contains few, if any, exotic minerals and have no economic value. The center zones of
complex pegmatites, however, may contain tourmaline, topaz, garnet, spodumene, beryl, apatite, fluorite,
zircon, and various other rare minerals making them highly sought after by collectors.
Tourmaline – XY3Z6(T6O18)(BO3)3V3W – a complex silicate of boron and
aluminum.
The word ―tourmaline‖ is derived from the Sinhalese word ―turamali‖ meaning
"stone attracting ash" (a reference to its pyroelectric properties, i.e., when
heated or rubbed it attracts dust and dirt particles).
Scientifically, tourmaline is not a single mineral, but a group of minerals; all
having essentially the same crystal structure but with considerable variation in
chemical composition and physical properties. There are eleven distinct
mineral species of tourmaline based on chemical composition: buergerite,
chromdravite, dravite, elbaite, feruvite, foitite, liddicoatite, olenite, povondraite, schorl and uvite. The most
common species is schorl, which may account for 95% or more of all tourmaline in nature.
Tourmaline is distinguished by its three-sided prisms; no other common mineral has three sides. A
transparent to nearly opaque member of the hexagonal crystal system, tourmaline has a vitreous luster
and a colorless to gray streak. Cleavage is poor and it has a relatively high hardness (Mohs – 7.0 - 7.5).
The color in tourmaline is due to its crystal structure and the presence of metal ions (Fe, Mn, Cr, V, Ti and
Cu). With more than 100 hues available, tourmaline has more colors than any other gemstone. It is rarely
colorless, but bi-colored and multicolored crystals are common.
Tourmaline forms in a variety of geologic settings, but it occurs most often in granite pegmatites and in
their immediate vicinity in the enclosing host rocks. It is collected as specimens and used in jewelry, but
owing to its strong piezoelectric properties it is sought for use in the manufacture of pressure gauges.
Additional Minerals of Cleburne County
In addition to feldspar, muscovite, pegmatite and tourmaline, the www.mindat.org website currently lists
the presence of 10 other mineral specimens or mineral specimen groups in Cleburne County:
arsenopyrite, chalcopyrite, chlorite group, garnet, gold, graphite, limonite, pyrite, pyrrhotite, and quartz.
Over 90 mines are on record in Cleburne County. Most sites are clustered 10 miles south of Heflin in a
narrow band that extends from Hollis Crossroads on the west side to Ranburne on the east side.
Sources:
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/face/Article.jsp?id=h-1322
http://www.mindat.org/lsearch.php?from=nsearch&loc=alabama
http://www.mii.org/Minerals/photofelds.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://geology.about.com/
http://nature.berkeley.edu/classes/eps2//wisc/Lect3.html
http://www.mineralminers.com/html/touminfo.htm
http://www.minerals-n-more.com/Tourmaline_Info.html

5th Annual Show – April 2012
For a successful gem and
mineral show, start with a
couple of tables…put up a
sign…invite over some folks
with a truckload of shiny stuff…

…spend several
hours hauling,
unwrapping and
arranging it neatly on
those tables...

…take a few pictures…
talk to the press…and
then sit back and wait
for the crowds to show
up…

…and
show up
they did!!!

Photos by Pat

5th Annual Show – April 2012

Photos by Pat

There were large crowds
both days…lots of treasures
for folks to see and buy…

…fossils…jewelry…gemstones…big
mineral specimens and tiny ones…even
Ken and Patti’s orchids were on display.

Frangipani Bracelet Workshop – April 2012
Moments of extreme concentration
were punctuated with a demand to
know, “Whose crazy idea was this,
anyway?” When the group wasn’t
chasing beads the size of a grain of
sand or untangling a knotted
needle and thread, we were
reaching for the bag of chocolate
pecans to calm our frayed nerves.
In the end, however, we emerged
victorious; each weaving a selection
of multicolor beads into a finished—
or nearly finished—bracelet. Thanks
JoAn, and little Alexis, for ultimately
proving it could be done.

Photos by Joan

Dothan Gem & Mineral Club Membership
Background
The Dothan Gem & Mineral Club meets monthly throughout the year—eight regular meetings and four
summer/holiday socials (in June, July, August and December).
Regular meetings include a recap of club-related business, planning discussions about upcoming field trips, an
opportunity to bring in specimens from your collection for “Show & Tell”, a short educational program (timepermitting), and refreshments. The socials are all about food and fellowship.
Multiple collecting field trips are conducted each year, mostly during the spring and fall. Some are local and
others require several hours drive and a possible overnight stay.
In addition to hosting an annual gem and mineral show, members also conduct a variety of workshops for the
club throughout the year, e.g., cutting and polishing stones, jewelry making, etc.

Member Benefits
As a member, you are welcome to attend all meetings, socials, field trips (at your own expense), and workshops.
You will receive a club discount for booth rental if you choose to participate in the gem and mineral show. In
addition, you will receive a mailed or emailed copy of the monthly newsletter, and a club email account. Plus,
you’ll be able to regularly associate with other rockhounds.

How to Join
1. provide the information requested in the space below
2. make your dues check payable to Dothan Gem & Mineral Club
(Individual membership = $15; Family membership = $20)
3. mail the completed form and your dues check to:
Diane Rodenhizer
478 Private Road 1106
Enterprise, AL 36330

Name

Birthday (mm/dd)

Phone Number

Email Address

1.
2.
3.
4.
(Note: if more than four family members are joining, please attach a separate sheet.)
How would you prefer to receive your newsletter (circle one)?

Mailed or Emailed

Home Mailing Address:

Any special interests or talents you would like to share with the club?

May Birthdays

Random Rock Facts

MAY 4 – Joe Polakoski

An inclusion is any material found inside a mineral that is
not part of the original mineral. They take different forms
and have many descriptive names, e.g., lily pad, horsetail,
etc., but are often categorized as solid, liquid, gaseous,
random arrangement and optical.

MAY 8 – Joe Cody
Laural Meints
MAY 10 – Lory Hodges

The inclusions in emeralds—the birthstone for May—are
referred to as "garden," (from the French jardine) because
they resemble plant foliage.

MAY 14 – Garry Shirah
MAY 22 – Andrew Shirah

Source: www.gemstoneeducation.com/Inclusion.htm
www.allaboutgemstones.com/gemstones_emerald.html

Monthly Meeting Information
Time: 2:00 PM
Date: Fourth Sunday of each month (except June, July and August)
Place: Fellowship Hall – Tabernacle United Methodist Church
4329 S. Brannon Stand Road
(intersection of Brannon Stand Road and Hwy 52)
Dothan, AL

Website:

www.wiregrassrockhounds.com

Officers
President – JoAn Lambert
334-792-7116
Vice President – Jeff DeRoche
334-673-3554
Secretary/Webmaster – Pat LeDuc
334-806-5626

Objectives

Classified Ads

Treasurer – Diane Rodenhizer
334-447-3610

To stimulate interest in lapidary, earth
science and, when necessary, other
related fields.

Looking for an item to round
out your rock collection?

Bulletin Editor – Joan Blackwell
334-503-0308
Tsavorite7@aol.com

To sponsor an educational program within
the membership to increase the knowledge
of its members in the properties,
identifications and evaluations of rocks,
minerals, fossils and other related subjects.
To cooperate and aid in the solution of its
members’ problems encountered in the
Club’s objectives.
To cooperate with other mineralogical and
geological clubs and societies.
To arrange and conduct field trips to
facilitate the collection of minerals.
To provide opportunity for exchange and
exhibition of specimens and materials.
To conduct its affairs without profit and to
refrain from using its assets for pecuniary
benefit of any individual or group.

Got a specimen, tool or
handicraft for sale or trade?
Submit the pertinent details to
th
me by the 10 of each month
and your inclinations will be
made known to the
membership in the next
newsletter.
N. J. Blackwell
28 Lakeview Trail, Apt. C
Daleville, AL 36322
Phone: 334-503-0308
Email: Tsavorite7@aol.com

Annual Dues
Single $15
Family $20

Membership Chair – Diane Rodenhizer
334-447-3610
Show Chair – Arnie Lambert
334-792-7116
Field Trips Chair – Ken Wilson
850-547-9577
Hospitality Chair – Meredith Capshaw
334-684-9448
Club Hostess – Laural Meints
334-723-2695

Refreshments
MAY – Joe & Margie Cody
st

JUN – 1 Social - no monthly meeting
JUL – 2

nd

Social - no monthly meeting

Rockhounds Herald
Editor – N. J. Blackwell
28 Lakeview Trail, Apt. C
Daleville, AL 36322

www.wiregrassrockhounds.com

Where you might hear…
Streak – refers to a mineral’s color when it has been ground
into fine powder form.
A streak test is a means of confirming the identification of a
mineral and is usually done by placing a portion of the powdered
mineral on a piece of white paper and observing the color.
In the field, a more convenient procedure is to rub the mineral
firmly across a tile of unglazed white porcelain (called a streak
plate) to produce a line of powder for observation.
Note: One limitation of a streak plate is that it cannot be used to
test minerals having a hardness of 6.5 or greater, e.g., quartz,
corundum, etc.
Sources: National Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Rocks and Minerals, Alfred A.
Knopf, New York, 1994 and www.merriam-webster.com/

Member of
Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies

